Geography: a guide to finding information by Charlotte Brampton
 WWW.BROOKES.AC.UK/LIBRARY 
LIBRARY 
 
Geography  
 
A guide to finding information 
The aim of this guide is to describe some of the sources of information held in Oxford Brookes University 
Library which you may find useful during your study of geography.  
Finding books in the Library 
Library Catalogue 
 
The key to finding what the Library holds is the Library Catalogue. The Catalogue gives you details of all 
the material held in the library and where to locate it. You can access the Catalogue from the library, any 
of the pooled computer rooms or off campus at:  
http://www.brookes.ac.uk/library/catalogue.html 
 
Searching the Library Catalogue 
 
The Catalogue has a search box where you can type in author/title details, or a topic. When you have 
run a search, the side menu gives you the opportunity to focus your search, for example to a particular 
site, collection or format. 
 
The Library Catalogue will tell you 
 
 If a specific title is in stock and whether it is currently available. 
 The relevant shelfmark - this is the number used to arrange materials on the shelves. 
 
Use the reserve option on the Catalogue to reserve books which are on loan, or to request a book from 
one of the other Brookes libraries. The book can then be sent to the Headington Library for you to 
collect. 
 
A growing number of our books are now available as e-books, which you can access from anywhere, at 
any time, via the Library Web site. You can read these books online and download them for up to a 
week. For more information, see http://www.brookes.ac.uk/library/ebooks.html 
 
Discover 
 
In addition to the Catalogue, the Library also offers a new searching tool that searches across a number 
of resources simultaneously.  The tool is called Discover and is available from the Library home page – 
http://www.brookes.ac.uk/library .  Discover will search across the Library Catalogue, some databases 
and some e-journals.  It is a useful way of undertaking a broad search on a subject area.  It is not, 
however, comprehensive so do seek out more specific databases if you are doing an in-depth literature 
review.  
Useful shelfmarks 
You will find books and other material of interest and relevance to your study of geography in many 
different areas throughout the Library, in the sciences as well as the social sciences. 
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Some useful shelfmarks for Geography are listed below: 
 
301.31                  Environment : human ecology 
                                 see also  304.2 
320 - 329              Politics 
333.71                  Environmental impact assessment 
333.72                  Conservation, land use 
338.4791              Tourism - environmental aspects 
363.7                    Pollution, environmental aspects 
526                       Cartography 
550                       Earth Sciences, including Geology 
551.31                  Glaciology 
551.4                    Geomorphology 
551.46                  Oceanography 
551.5                    Meteorology 
574.5                    Ecology : biology 
614.7                    Environment - public health 
631.4                    Soil Science 
711 - 719              Planning         
910                       Human geography 
911                       Historical geography 
912                       Atlases 
914 - 9                  Regional geography 
 
Encyclopedias, dictionaries and handbooks 
Encyclopedias and handbooks are useful for finding summaries of a particular subject and may provide 
references to other material. Dictionaries provide not only definitions but can also give useful summaries. 
Listed below are a selection of relevant publications. There are many others, browse the shelves or check 
the Catalogue. 
Encyclopedias 
Useful general ones include :  
 
New Encyclopaedia Britannica, very useful general encyclopaedia.                                SQR 900 NEW 
 
The social science encyclopedia,                                                                                    SQR 300.3 SOC 
 
McGraw-Hill encyclopedia of Science & Technology,                                                  SQR 503 MAC 
 
More specific include  : 
 
Companion encyclopedia of geography: from local to global,                           SQR 910 COM 
  
Conservation and environmentalism. An encyclopedia,                                        SQR 333.703 CON 
 
Encyclopedia of world geography,                                                                             SQR 910.3 ENC 
 
Encyclopedia of geomorphology,                                                                           SQR 551.403 ENC 
 
European environmental almanac,                                                                      SQR 333.7094 EUR 
 
World geographical encyclopedia,                                                                           SQR 910.3 WOR 
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Dictionaries 
 
Dictionary of Ecology and Environmental Science,                                                   SQR 577.03 DIC 
 
Dictionary of Human Geography,                                                                                     304.203 DIC 
 
Dictionary of Physical Geography,                                                                        SQR 910.0203 DIC 
 
Encyclopaedic Dictionary of Environmental Change                                                      333.703 ENC 
 
Handbooks and yearbooks 
 
Annual register of world events,                                                                              SQR 909.82 ANN 
 
The complete A - Z geography handbook,                                                                     SQR 910 SKI 
 
ENDS environmental consultancy directory,                                                       SQR 333.7025 END 
 
Europa world year book,                                                                                               SQR 900 EUR 
 
Subject bibliographies 
Subject bibliographies list publications which are available in a particular subject. Many books and 
encyclopaedias also include relevant bibliographies. Check the Library Catalogue to find out which 
publications the library holds. 
  
Examples of relevant bibliographies include : -  
 
Information sources in environmental protection                                                              333.7016 INF 
 
Geographers : biobibliographical studies,    1977 -                                                   SQR 910.922 GEO 
 
Government publications 
The library holds a range of government publications but not a complete set.   
Check the Catalogue to find a publication you are looking for.  
 
Look at the Library guide – Government publications available in print or on the Library website, under 
Library guides online for more details. 
 
The Government web site at:   http://www.gov.uk   provides links to government departments and 
government documents. 
 
Statistics 
The Statistics Collection is located in the mobile shelving on Level 2,  just outside Zone B. Search the 
Library Catalogue or browse the shelves to find relevant statistics.  
 
See also the Library guides: British Statistical data : a guide to finding information 
                                               International Statistical data : a guide to finding information 
 
These guides are available from the library website or the Help Zone. 
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Journals  
Journals provide one of the most valuable sources of information on current and past developments. The 
library subscribes to a wide range of journals – search by title on the Library Catalogue to find out if the 
Library holds a particular journal.  
 
 N.B The Library Catalogue does not provide information on individual journal articles - see Electronic 
Databases section below. 
 
 Electronic journals  
The Library web pages at http://www.brookes.ac.uk/library/ejnls.html also provide a complete list of our full 
text electronic journals with access details. Many of these journals are available from on and off campus. 
Electronic Databases 
Databases help you trace information primarily from journals, some databases include other 
publications, e.g. book chapters, book reviews. They provide full bibliographical details of each article 
(author, title, journal title with volume and page numbers). Many databases also provide an abstract 
(summary) and some are full text and provide the whole article.  
 
These services are available as Web resources and can be accessed on the pooled room computers in the 
Library or in the computer rooms. Many of these resources can also be accessed from outside the 
University. Passwords are required. 
 
The Library web pages at http://www.brookes.ac.uk/library/eleclib.html  provide further information on all 
our electronic resources. Select Databases and browse a complete list of titles by subject, title or 
keyword. Click on a database title for access details and password information. 
 
Useful electronic databases for geography include :  
 
Academic Search Complete, a large interdisciplinary database which includes a range of geography 
titles, many of which are full-text 
 
CAB abstracts, includes environment, tourism, third world development.  
 
Economist,  full text, includes social, economic, political current affairs.  
 
GEOBASE,   key database for geography, references and abstracts from journal articles. 
 
Web of Science, contains the Science Citation Index and the Social Science Citation Index. They include 
bibliographic information and abstracts from a wide range key journals for geography. 
 
Sociological abstracts, broad based sociological database, aspects of human geography. 
 
Newspapers   
 
Many of the main British newspapers are now available full text - Daily Mail, Daily Telegraph, Financial 
Times, Guardian and Observer, and Independent etc.  Access is via newspaper name in the Library 
Catalogue, or from the electronic newspaper databases. 
 
Useful electronic databases for newspapers include: 
 
Factiva,   full text, an international news database providing an archive of 10,000 sources from 152 
countries in 22 languages. 
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LexisLibrary,   a database primarily for law resources, it also has full-text access to UK national and regional 
newspapers. 
Maps and atlases 
Map and atlas collection 
Located on Level 3 (Zone E), the collection contains atlases, gazetteers and maps.  For further details 
see the Library Research Guide 10: Maps and atlases.  
Digimap 
Members of the University have access to the Digimap service which delivers Ordnance Survey digital map 
data via the Internet. You need to register to use the service in advance. Further details can be obtained 
from the Library Homepage, under Subject help – Geography – Digimap. 
 
Internet 
 
A few selected internet sites are listed below. Other Geography-related sites can be accessed from the 
library home page, under Subject help – Geography – Internet sites. 
 
 
Go-Geo! : http://www.gogeo.ac.uk/gogeo/  
A gateway to a range of online resources in geography, geology and the environment. 
 
Development and Environment gateway  : http://www.eldis.org/  
A gateway to online resources in the environment, and human and physical geography, particularly 
development. Also covers techniques and approaches.  
 
UK government site:  http://www.gov.uk very useful for a range of government information, including 
parliament, departments, official information 
 
Research 
 
There are a number of different publications which will help you to keep up to date with new developments 
and research in geography: 
 
Progress in Human Geography,                                                        J 910 P 
 
Progress in Physical Geography,                                                                J 910 P 
  
These are both also available online. From the Library home page, go to Use e-resources – e-journals. 
 
Index to theses   covers higher degrees at British universities. This service is available online, for details go 
to the Library home page, then Use e-resources – Databases. 
 
Managing your references using EndNote 
 
EndNote is a reference management service for assisting with studying, research and creating 
bibliographies. EndNote allows you to create your own database of references. It is available on all the 
pooled room computers in the Library and computer rooms. You can also purchase EndNote for home 
use, or register with Endnote Web. 
 
You can add references to EndNote manually or cut and paste from other sources.  
EndNote also allows you to import references which have been retrieved from a range of databases, 
using import filters. 
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Further details about EndNote including using import filters are available from the EndNote Library Web 
page at http://www.brookes.ac.uk/library/endnote.html 
 
More information 
The Library web pages for Geography provide useful online information on geography resources. To 
access these, to http://www.brookes.ac.uk/services/library/ then click on Subject help – Geography. 
 
Your Academic Liaison Librarian for Geography is Charlie Lythgoe. If you need any further help or advice, 
please contact her using the contact details below. 
Email: clythgoe@brookes.ac.uk  
Tel: 01865 483077 
Headington Library, JHB 310 (Level 3, Zone C), Oxford Brookes University. 
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